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Annual Members Meeting 

Saturday, October 15th, 2022, at 2:00 PM 

The Meeting House at the Tavern, Heathsville VA 

  

1. President Church called the meeting to order at 2:08PM.  

2. Selection of 4 volunteers to process ballots: Tricia Mrzyglod, Alice Stieve, Sam Frye and Ralph Ivester. 

Directors Dustin and Moore oversaw. Ballots and volunteers were dismissed to count the votes 

3. Verification of Quorum. Secretary Harvey verified the forum with 22 in person ballots and 30 ballots 

by proxy 

In attendance were:  

Lauren Church President  

Cathy Sarmento Vice President  

Donna Keeney Treasurer  

Jerry Harvey Secretary  

Kurt Bulger Director  

David Dustin Director 

Elaine Moore Director 

Nannette Smith Director 

 

Members Oct 15th Meeting: Sam and Janice Frye, Phil Landry, Ted and Jerry Jenkins, Joe and Alice 

Stevie, Debbie Harvey, Patricia Mrzyglod, Ralph and Cynthia Ivester, Matt Church, Geary and Edna 

Mathews, Jeff Geis, Scott and Kim Laurer. 

4. Approval of the minutes from the last minutes conducted on 9/10/22 at 9:30am. 

Point of Order on aspects of the conducting of the meeting as well as elements of the election process 

was made by Phil Landry. (Addendum A Attached) 

After much discussion on how to proceed the board authorized President Church to seek an opinion 

from HOA Legal Council on election process including ballot and proxy as written. All in attendance 

agreed that BLHOA would follow legal counsel’s opinion. (Addendum B Attached) 

Annual Meeting recessed at 3:12 pm 
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Annual meeting reconvened December 10, 2022, at 9:30 am at the Northumberland County Library in 

Heathsville VA By President Church.  

President Church asked if anyone was taping the meeting, the response was yes. 

Annual meeting quorum established on October 15, 2022 

 

President Church gave a ruling on Point of Order from October 15th Annual meeting: “Point Not well 

taken” 

 

4a. Approval of minutes from last annual meeting conducted October 16, 2021 

Motion to accept last annual meeting minutes was made by Director Moore and 2nd by Director Silva all 

ayes with 1 abstain. Motion carries 

Motion to amend agenda for board to appoint nominating committee by Director Moore 2nd by 

Director Dustin. All Ayes motion carried. 

The board appointed Director Smith, Chairperson, and members Debbie Harvey and Matt Church to 

serve as nominating committee from the close of this annual meeting until the close of the next annual 

meeting. 

8. Comment period: No member comments 

 

9. Announcement of newly elected Directors and ACC member 

with 22 in person votes and 30 by proxy the Directors voted in will be Lauren Church, Donna Keeney 

and Kurt Bulger. The ACC committee member voted in will be Phil Landry 

 

10. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 am 
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Addendum A: 

Point of Order Madam President  

on aspects of the conducting of the meeting  

as well as elements of the election process. 

 

 Good afternoon, My name is Phil Landry  

I’m here representing a small group of property owners  

who have concerns over perceived current problems and irregularities  

with our Annual Meeting and Election process. 

 

I will provide the Secretary with a complete copy of this presentation 

 for the minutes so he will not have take notes. 

 

Before specifically identifying the issues  

I want to put a few things in perspective. 

 

Our objectives are to identify the issues to help get them resolved.  

It is not to specifically blame individuals for the problems.  

These problems are not unique to the current administration.  

They have existed for a number of years and remain unresolved.  

 

Should the board wish further information regarding any of this 

 we will be glad to share it,  

only if it will help get the problems resolved. 

  

Note: none of this is an immediate problem if we do not have a quorum  

and this meeting is cancelled. 

The issues presented can be resolved before the Annual Meeting is reconvened.  

 

Now to the specifics points of the order.  

 

I will be glad to try to answer any questions you may have when I’m finished if 

the President wishes me to. 
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First - are the meeting problems 

 

Note Quorum is 25% of property owners and not a Board quorum 

 

The agenda indicates approval of the minutes from the previous board meeting 

in September.  

 

This is an annual meeting of the members, 

 the minutes to be approved are the minutes from the previous annual meeting.  

Members cannot approve minutes from a board of directors meeting. 

 

 

Next is regarding the Nominations Committee. 

 Per our Bylaws, 

 The nominating Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors “prior 

to” each annual meeting of the members,  

 such appointment shall be announced at each annual meeting.  

Not solicited at the meeting from those present.  

There is nothing on our agenda regarding that activity today. 

 

Next, The ballot is not a secret ballot as required by Bylaws as it identifies who 

the voter is.  

 

A note, proxy document states in handling of the ballot, 

that “each lot owner casting a ballot is in good standing”   

All property owners are allowed to vote  

unless there is a lien against their property.  

Their dues paying status is not a factor.  

Mentioned as there is no clarification as to criteria stated for this. 
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The ballots also aren’t secret because: 

Following the meeting the ballots are typically retained by a board member and 

taken away  

where they could be viewed by that individual or others. 

 

Those ballots if retained, are stored with association records  

which according to our bylaws  

are kept at the principal office of the association  

Which is our lawyers office,  

That however is not reality.  

As with a number of things to be mentioned today  

many of these problems have existed for years.  

 

The reality is, if those ballots are kept  

they are probably in some cardboard boxes  

with other association records  

sitting in our storage shed,  

Where anyone could see them  

if they looked at them there.  

 

I mentioned all of this regarding records  

in that it is another issue that ultimately needs to be resolved. 

 

Next Point  

Multiple proxy problems exist including: 

It does not allow property owners to identify  

who they wish to be their proxy.  

 

The default proxy should not be someone who is a candidate for election.  

 

The proxy is a limited proxy and only counts towards votes, 

and therefore mail in voters aren’t counted towards quorum.  
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This also means that mail in voters do not have an ability to vote 

and thus are disenfranchised.  

 

This essentially means no business may be conducted that requires property 

owners to vote.  

 

This is the end of the Points that we believe need to be raised at this time relative 

to the election.  

 

When our Election Committee reconvenes  

we will address all of these problems and more, 

and recommend appropriate solutions. 

 

Thank you all for listening and considering the message  

and not judging the messenger.  

 

I yield back to Madam President to continue as she deems appropriate. 

 

 

 

Point of Order presentation.  

A point of order 
Can interrupt a speaker who has the floor. 
Doesn't need to be seconded. 
Isn't debatable. 
Can't be amended. 
Is decided by the chair. 
Can't be reconsidered 

 

 

http://betzlanding.org/
mailto:Betzlanding@outlook.com


 

                                  http://betzlanding.org/                              Betzlanding@outlook.com 

Revision 10/25/2021 

Addendum B: 
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